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Vehicle Emission 
Standard (light-
and medium-duty)

The administration is 
attempting to roll back 
California’s authority 
to set stronger 
standards and is 
currently finalizing 
rollbacks to existing 
standards

"he will work to develop 
a new fuel economy 
standard that goes 
beyond what the 
Obama-Biden 
Administration put in 
place... aimed at 
ensuring 100% of new 
sales for light- and 
medium-duty vehicles 
will be electrified and 
annual improvements 
for heavy duty 
vehicles.”

"Our administration 
will work with 
schools, transit 
agencies, cities, 
states, and private 
companies to 
establish standards 
for auto 
manufacturing to be 
100 percent 
sustainable by 2030."

"In my first year in office, I’ll 
set strict vehicle emissions 
standards that will become 
progressively tighter every 
year, reaching a requirement 
for 100% zero-emissions for 
all new light- and medium-
duty vehicles by 2030."

"We will immediately 
enact more stringent 
vehicle emission 
standards, requiring that 
all new passenger vehicles 
sold be zero-emissions by 
2035"

"Reinstate the federal gas 
mileage and pollution 
standards for passenger 
cars and trucks, and 
reaffirm states’ rights to set 
higher standards.... and add 
a national zero-emissions 
vehicle standard – so that, 
by 2035, 100% of new 
vehicles are pollution-free."

"Immediately 
create a system 
similar to the 
ZEV program 
in California, 
and require all 
vehicles 
starting with 
2030 models 
to be zero-
emission"

"Senator 
Klobuchar will 
restore and 
strengthen our 
fuel economy 
standards, which 
are key to 
making an 
immediate 
impact on the 
emissions of cars 
and light trucks."

"100% clean 
standard for all 
new passenger 
cars, trucks, and 
medium-duty 
vehicles by 2030"

Vehicle Emission 
Standard (light-

and medium-duty)

Vehicle Emission 
Standard (heavy-
duty)

The administration is 
proposing initial, pre-
proposal, suggestion 
which may just 
preempt stronger CA 
standards

N/A N/A "By 2030, we’ll reach 100% 
zero emissions for… all 
buses."

"We will immediately 
enact more stringent 
vehicle emission 
standards, requiring that 
heavy-duty vehicles sold 
be net-zero emissions by 
2040."

"Reinstate gas mileage and 
pollution standards for 
medium- and heavy-duty 
trucks and buses, tightening 
those standards, and adding 
a national zero-emissions 
standard – so that, by 2030, 
15% of new trucks and 
buses are pollution-free."

N/A N/A "100% clean 
standard for all 
new heavy duty 
and freight 
vehicles by 2035"

Vehicle Emission 
Standard (heavy-

duty)

Clean Fuel 
Standard

N/A N/A N/A "I’ll establish a Clean Fuel 
Standard to further reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 
promoting lower-carbon 
alternative fuels."

"We will put in place a 
standard for liquid fuels 
that requires producers to 
lower the carbon content 
of their fuels and 
incentivizes the 
development of low 
carbon or carbon neutral 
liquid fuels."

"Reform the Renewable 
Fuels Standard to make it a 
national Low-Carbon Fuels 
Standard, require 
reductions in the carbon 
content, and give credit to 
both electric charging and 
biofuels."

N/A N/A N/A Clean Fuel 
Standard

Federal 
Procurement 
Standard

N/A "Using the Federal 
government 
procurement system –
which spends $500 
billion every year – to 
drive towards 100% 
clean energy and zero-
emissions vehicles."

N/A "Elizabeth will [commit] $1.5 
trillion over ten years to 
purchase American-made 
clean, renewable, and 
emission-free energy 
products for federal, state, 
and local use.... We’ll use this 
funding to require rapid 
electrification of the federal 
vehicle fleet, requiring that all 
new vehicle purchases be 
zero-emission by the end of 
my first term. And we’ll work 
with state and local 
governments to accelerate the 
electrification of their vehicle 
fleets as well, including by 
financing the transition from 
diesel to zero-emission transit 
and school buses."

N/A "Require that all new 
vehicles purchased by the 
federal government are 
zero-emissions vehicles, 
where possible, by the end 
of his first term."

N/A N/A N/A Federal 
Procurement 

Standard

Candidate Donald
Trump

Joe 
Biden

Bernie 
Sanders

Elizabeth 
Warren

Pete 
Buttigieg

Michael Bloomberg Andrew 
Yang

Amy 
Klobuchar

Tom 
Steyer

Candidate

Administrative Action

Climate Plan Analysis -- Transportation Sector


